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Palermo that the French Brest fleet of nineteen
of the line under Admiral Bruix had eluded the
Bririsll blockade and was about to enter the Medi-
terranean and join hands with the Spaniards.
Nelson immediately recalled Troubridge from
Naples, and Bali from Malta, and arranged for
them to join Duckworth at ilinorca. He him-
self would remain at Palermo, since nothing else
sc could console the Queen this night.33 Only
one of the line and a frigate were to be left at
Naples under Captain Foote. A few days later
Nelson altered his plans and sent orders for his
ships to concentrate off the island of Maritimo
at the west end of Sicily, a good strategic area
for covering Naples, Sicily and Malta. Next he
heard that Bruix had gone into Toulon., and in
consequence sent Ball back to Malta -with two of
the line and took all the rest to Palermo. Here
lie was joined by Duckworth with four of the line
and learnt that St. Vincent was about to resign
the command of the Mediterranean. Nelson was
angry, realising that his own claims to succeed
St. Vincent would not prevail against those of
the new second-in-command. Lord Keith, an
officer of great distinction, but one not likely to
be sympathetic towards Their Sicilian Majesties.
Thinking, however, that Bruix was now quies-
cent. Nelson acceded to the new entreaties of the
Queen and embarked 1,700 troops for Naples,
and put to sea in the FoudwyanL Hardly had he
weighed anchor than two of the line arrived from
Keith with the news that Bruix was out and
coining south. Nelson at once disembarked the
troops and returned to his position off Maritimo.
Here lie remained for a week in a state of the